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Like I said earlier, I prefer digital data collection. For those who prefer analog data collection, I'd
recommend purchasing a hand-held angle-only compass for use with SurvCE. The same thing
goes for the hand-held distance meter. The angle-only compass and distance meter cost much
less than one of the newer total stations. Saving data as a new Project or SAV file is easy to do.
There are several free software programs and online sites to do this. If you are new to SurvCE
and already decided to purchase a full license, the online community provides a wealth of help

for installation, configuration, and additional applications to enhance your survey. We've
programmed 27,000 lines of code for SurvCE that provide: A Quick Reference Guide to SurvCE
Function and Nomenclature. This can be accessed from the Help menu. Feel free to call Carlson
about any software questions you might have. Phone numbers and a direct contact for SurvCE

6.0 are on the SurvCE home page . After viewing your points, you can choose to have your
points immediately send to the appropriate project forms. In SurvCE, this works much like

picking a printer paper sheet to print from the desktop. You see a list of project forms, and a
drop down list next to each form. The drop down list displays all available project forms, and

only project forms that match your current project are displayed in the list. Click the point you
want to print, and the form is saved. You can print as many or as few as needed for each

survey. This gives you the additional option of printing your point list in a PDF file (Figure 10),
which is handy if you want to email a copy to someone with a different PC.
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For those who are not
familiar with spatial

databases, SurvCE can
export a list of the

surveyed areas and the
number of points for a

given area and the
projected area coordinate
to a CSV file. You can then
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import that file into your
spatial database of choice.

For example, you can
import this file to

Microsoft Excel as a “one
to many” relationship and

turn it into a hyperlink
table or use it in a

spreadsheet program to
create an area distribution
table. If you like the use of
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spreadsheets, the SurvCE
data export and import
function allows you to
save the data on your

primary database drive. If
you need to develop an

RMS or Base Map, SurvCE
can assist with the

creation and creation of
Project Files and Print
Sheets. SurvCE has a
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track record of being a
very reliable portable data

collection solution. The
ability of SurvCE to import
and export data in a CSV
format allows SurvCE to
be used as the source of

data to a Map Application,
and a Map Application can
be used to automatically
create a project file and
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print sheet from SurvCE
data. The most common

way to create project files
and print sheets is to use

the ArcMap™ Project
Manager. ArcMap does the

heavy lifting of creating
an area map and a print
sheet from a project file.
The main advantage of
SurvCE as a data source
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for ArcMap is that you
don’t need to know how to
use the Map Application;

SurvCE takes care of all of
the leg work. SurvCE was
developed to be intuitive

yet reliable for any user at
any level of experience.
SurvCE is a completely

integrated hardware and
software platform for real-
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time, In-the-field RTK
positioning. This

simplified, integrated
approach eliminates the
complexities of multiple
pieces of hardware, and
different data collection

methods. It is designed to
install easily, and get you

collecting data quickly
with minimal training.
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SurvCE's intuitive
graphical user interface

(GUI) and navigation
functions make navigation
around the field and in the

data collection software
easy. Plus, you don't have
to learn a new computer
program to collect data.
Once you are logged into
SurvCE, the first time you
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go out on the field, it can
automatically configure
itself, initialize all the

various functions of the
USB port, and set up any

of your legacy or RTK
receivers or Total

Stations. In SurvCE, there
is no need to return to

your computer between
collection runs in the field.
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Just plug in your receiver
and start collecting data.
There is nothing to install

and no third-party
software to learn.
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