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the issues, efforts, and governing bodies that go
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oil pipeline network, but a recent ruling by The
Federal Administrative Court might add one
more key piece to the mosaic of Germany’s
energy sector. On the heels of the German
government’s approval for an expansion of the
SaarLorLux oil pipeline, the court ruled earlier
this month that Germany’s Energy Agency
(Energiewende) has failed to sufficiently consult
with the public, particularly regarding its decision
to approve planning for extensions to the
pipelines, which run from the German border to
Belgium and France. The latest ruling was the
first in a long line of rulings by the Federal
Administrative Court that have forced the
Energiewende to stay within its bounds and think
about EU law. In June, the court ruled that the
agency had adopted a series of high-powered,
uncoordinated tools and acted in an all-or-
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nothing fashion to reverse the flow of water from
Germany’s rivers. “We have a lot of respect for
the court,” said Energiewende deputy director,
Christian Wehmeier. “The court’s legal
proceedings have shown that the state took a
wrong approach to the review process. This
review process allowed the agencies to enact a
series of new laws, all of which would not have
passed without the additional review.” The ruling
is likely to encourage the agency to continue its
multi-level review process into the current
planning process. The Energiewende is the
subject of a series of piecemeal legal
proceedings that have escalated since the
agency began in 2010 to plan Germany’s
transition to a low carbon energy sector, while
remaining within the bounds of EU law. Last
week, the National Court of Auditors ruled that
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the Energiewende had exceeded its budget and
illegally spent €2.4 billion of the state budget
between 2008 and 2009. The ruling resulted in a
temporary halt to the agency’s plans to build
offshore wind farms, among other projects. In
October, the Agency for Renewable Energy
Sources and Energy Efficiency (BEE) canceled
6d1f23a050
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